Midweek of Lent 5
RETURN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD
In the conclusion of his First Letter to his co-worker Timothy, Paul encourages his young
friend with a shared vision of what is to come as God fulfills all things. He writes of “the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will display at the proper time—He who is the blessed and
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords” (1 Timothy 6:14–15). As Jesus stood before
Pilate, who seemed to have the full authority of life and death over Him, our Savior knew who He
was and what His kingdom was and is and will be. “My kingdom is not of this world,” Jesus stated
(John 18:36a). With the psalmist, we affirm, “The LORD will reign forever” (Psalm 146:10). The
very best and most blessed time under His gracious kingship is yet to be!
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O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

P
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Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

+ PSALMODY +
PSALM
1
To You, | O LORD,*
I lift | up my soul.
2
O my God, in You I trust;
let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.
3
Indeed, none who wait for You shall be | put to shame;*
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous.
4
Make me to know Your ways, | O LORD;*
teach me | Your paths.
5
Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
for You are the God of my sal- | vation;*
for You I wait all the | day long.
6
Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your | steadfast love,*
for they have been | from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;*
according to Your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of Your goodness, | O LORD!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Psalm 25:1–7

+ READINGS +
READING
P

A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-third chapter.
1

Who has believed what they heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2
For He grew up before Him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him,
and no beauty that we should desire Him.
3
He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.
P
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 53:1–3

SECOND READING
P A reading from First Timothy, the second chapter.

1 Timothy 2:1–7

1

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, 7 which is the
testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
P
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL
P A reading from St. John, the eighteenth chapter.

John 18:28–38

28

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It
was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that
they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them
and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If
this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered Him over to you.” 31 Pilate
said to them, “Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law.” The Jews said to
him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that
Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death He was going to die.
33
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are You
the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did
others say it to you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and
the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You done?” 36 Jesus answered,
“My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would
have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But My kingdom is not
from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into
the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice.”
38
Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt
in Him.”
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

LENT RESPONSORY
P

Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.

LSB, p. 231
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Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.

SERMON
LORD’S PRAYER
LSB, p. 233
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Almighty God, Your kingdom is not like the kingdoms of this world. Instead of force,
You reign by grace; instead of corruption, You reign by the truth; instead of favoritism,
You reign by serving all. Help us not to fall into the ways of the kingdoms of this world,
but to welcome Your gracious reign in our lives; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
COLLECT FOR LENT
P

Faithful God, through the ancient prophets You call us to return to You with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength. Let these Lenten days be a time when, remembering how You
relentlessly return to us in mercy, we return also to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB, p. 234

BENEDICTION
LSB, p. 234
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.

