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CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“Forward in Faith and Mission” 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                           10 a.m.                              May 3, 2026 

HOLY COMMUNION AT CALVARY 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in 

him” (Psalm 34:8). 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Word teaches the real presence of Christ’s body and blood 

invisibly in, with and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of 

sins. We take seriously the spiritual care of those who commune at our 

altar.  The Word of God states that no one offend against Christ and 

His Word by denying His true presence and its promise and seal of 

forgiveness.  Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm (see 1 Cor. 11:27–29), and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of what is taught and 

believed at this altar (1 Cor. 11:26), any who are not yet instructed, in 

doubt or who hold a confession (beliefs) differing from that of this 

congregation (that is, belong to another church body or denomination) 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament will have to first speak with the 

pastor before communing. 

 

 
Please sign the clip board at the end of the pew to indicate your attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

PRELUDE     Lift Your Voice Rejoicing, Mary    W. Held 
  Built on a Rock      P. Manz 
      
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Opening Hymn 
#645 Built on a Rock 
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 
The Kyrie  
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Hymn of Praise       Now the Feast and Celebration 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

 
P  Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 

may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among 

the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are 

found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The Scripture Lessons 
 
First Reading     Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by 

the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected 

in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and 

said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve 

tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of 

the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote 

ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the 

whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 

and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 

proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their 

hands on them. 
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the 

faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among 

the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 

was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and 

Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and 

the Spirit with which he was speaking. 
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 2And Stephen said: 

 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 

Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous 

One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as 

delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their 

teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the 

heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried 

out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast 

him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet  

of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord  

Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, 

do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.   
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 146 (read responsively) 
1Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in princes, 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

 on that very day his plans perish. 
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
6who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is in them, 

who keeps faith forever; 
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 7who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

 8the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the Lord loves the righteous. 
9The Lord watches over the sojourners; 

 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10The Lord will reign forever, 

 your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the Lord! 

 

Epistle        1 Peter 2:2–10 
 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 

up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone,” 
8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

  

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except  

through me. Alleluia!   (John 14: 6) 

  

Holy Gospel       John 14:1–14 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

 1Jesus said: “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 

and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to 

where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said 

to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever 

has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of 

the works themselves. 
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 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I 

do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever 

you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you 

ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”    

 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Hymn 
797 Praise the Almighty 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 
 
Sermon                                               Rev. Kevin Barron  
 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  

      the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 

 

Offering 
(The offerings should be placed in the plate near the entrance of the worship area.) 

 
Offertory  
“As the Grains of Wheat” 
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 SERVICE of the SACRAMENT 
 
Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 

especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and 

bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising 

again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 

Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and 

archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 
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Lord’s Prayer  
C   Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses 

      as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory 

      forever and ever. Amen.             

                

The Words of Our Lord 
  

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
The Lamb of God 
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Distribution Hymns 
739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
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Now the Green Blade Rises 
Hymn introduction                                                            M. Burkhardt  

1. Now the green blade rises, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

2. In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain, 

Thinking that He never would awake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

3. Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 

Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Jesus' touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Post Communion Canticle   
Thanks be to You 
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Thanksgiving  

 A  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 C  and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Salutation  
P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And with thy spirit. 

 

Benediction  
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

             The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn 
411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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  The Sending 
P    Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C    He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

P   Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE  Praise the Almighty, My Soul Adore Him  P. Manz 
 
 

TODAY’S SERVANTS 
 

Proclaimer:                            Rev. Kevin Barron 
Liturgist:              Dave Sitter 
Organist:                                Barbara Sommer  
Cantor:           Bridget Jones 
Lector:                                   Nancie Seymour 
Crucifer/Acolyte:                   Caleb Barron 
IT Assistants:                         Jim McWilliams, Bridget Jones 
Reprints by LSB, CCL, OneLicense.net 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-726325 
*Please note:  The service continues to be recorded and posted to Calvary’s website at www.calvarylutheranCS.org 
  

http://www.calvarylutherancs.org/
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**OUR LIFE WITH GOD, May 3, 2026** 
 

WELCOME IN JESUS CHRIST! 
 

Please include the following in your daily prayers:  
Prayers for healing:  Denise Ventzke (grand-daughter of Frank & Shirley 
Liersmann), Michele Siemienski (friend of Beulah Gallatin), Kris Sabatino, Sean 
Jones, Mechelle Gover, Sharon Hare, Glenn Fowler & Bob Price (family of Sunnie 
& Bridget), Jennifer Trotz, Donna Grueninger, Paul Saar, Shirley Kappel (Russ 
Davis’ sister-in-law), Olive and Fred Abt, Lynne Funck, Sharon Root’s husband 
and niece, Jodi Anderson, Jeffrey Baptiste, Kenzi Kelley, Randi Walters (Dave 
Segal’s sister), Sheldon Mazelis, Charles Richter Jr., Claire McDerby, John 
Dignan, Alison Baptiste, Linda and Russ Davis, Lorraine Deitz, Paul 
Schildwachter, Carla Lindhorst, Family and friends of the Abts – Martha Kulaga, 
Sandy Robinson and Gloria Holthaus; Alyssa, Jessica, Reid, Mike Mister, Latonya 
Endres and Lavenia White (Rosa White’s daughters), Stephanie Smith & 
Bernadette, Myrna B., Shirley B., Derrick B. (CFP patrons), Jacenda Venable, and 
Aleese McCaid-Taylor and family (GED students). 
 
Assisted Living and Nursing Homes:  Betty Hucke, Frances Dunker, Kass 
Lindhorst  

                
Homebound:  Carl, Shirley, & Chuck Ropka; Russ & Linda Davis 
 
Flower Fundraiser just in time for Mother’s Day!  Proceeds will go to Calvary 
Food Pantry (CFP).  Pick up flowers – Friday, May 8th, 9-12 pm or Sunday, May 
10th after church service. 
 
WHO AM I?  Adult Bible class @ 8:30 am in the Media Room.  Who is God?  How 
does my present life/history/events/world fit into His Plan?  What keeps trying 
to hold me back?  Pre-requisites- open mind, humble spirit. No previous 
education required.  Nancie Seymour (410-967-0451) 
 
The plants in the round garden are dug up and will be replaced due the winter 
damage and age of the plants.  Anyone who would like to contribute to the 
project, please see Barb Sommer. 
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Is your life a never-ending list of things to do?  God wants our lives to be 
balanced and centered on Him.  See Project Connect pamphlets in the entrance 
way “Journey Through the Rat Race!” 
 
CALVARY FOOD PANTRY (CFP) - The “Calvary Life” pew insert has additional 

info on the CFP. We are collecting the following items or money for:Personal & 

Household Items – soap, shampoo, toothpaste, cleaning supplies, razors, 

Kleenex, TP, paper towels, personal hand cleaning wipes, etc.  

 
CALVARY LUTHERAN "FUN" RAISING ACTIVITIES - We are looking for volunteers 
to help out with some upcoming fund-raising projects which will benefit a variety 
of ongoing Calvary Lutheran projects and outreach. See Bridget with questions or 
if interested in working on:  
 
- Vendor Fair – Spring 2026 – local/national vendors, crafts, food, silent auction,  
and more; Calvary will sponsor purse (non-designer) and costume jewelry table.  
Check in with Ronnie Segal or Janice Woollen with any questions or to donate. 
 
- Vintage/Retro Basket and Designer Purse Bingo – late Spring/early  
Summer 2026 – bingo games, silent auction, Calvary Costume Jewelry Table, 
food, etc. Talk to Sunnie Bell or Cheryl Reek with any questions or to donate 
purses.   
 
Calendar of Events 
Tuesday, May 5th  CFP, 8:30 -10:30 am; Bible study 11 am 
Sunday, May 31st Bull & Shrimp Roast – Rosedale Gardens, 

1 pm –5 pm.  Fundraiser for Saint James and the ministry at 
Nazareth Lutheran.  See posted fliers for details or call the 
church office. 

 
 

 


