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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CALVARY CONNECTION: Please register your presence at worship using the clip
boards located at the center aisle end of each pew. If we already have your current
address, phone, email, etc., then, just enter your name, communion and or Pastoral call
check-offs. Thank you.

Means please stand.
PRELUDE

J. Biery

“Willie, Take Your Little Drum”

OPENING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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#380

THE INVOCATION AND OPENING PRAYER

P: In the name of the Father,
C: Whose infinite love brings us here today.
P: In the name of the Son,
C: Whose wondrous birth we celebrate.
P: In the name of the Holy Spirit,
C: Whose gift of faith enables us to believe. Amen.
P: We pray:
O God, You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. By
Your Spirit we have known the mystery of that Light here on earth. Bring us also to the
full measure of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF
FORGIVENESS

P: Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, trusting in God’s
endless mercy and love.
(Please kneel, if able)

P: Merciful God,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Today we celebrate our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us
to redeem us from all lawlessness, and to purify for Himself a people for His
own possession who are zealous for good works. Because of this Savior born for
us, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE HYMN

#370

“What Child Is This”

THE INTROIT

L: When all was still, and it was midnight, Your Almighty Word, O Lord,
descended from the royal throne.
C: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the
Lord, praise His name; proclaim His salvation day after day. Declare His
glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is
the Lord and most worthy of praise; He is to be feared above all gods. Let
the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in
it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of
the forest will sing for joy.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
L: When all was still and it was midnight, Your Almighty Word, O Lord,
descended from the royal throne. (Ps. 96: 1-4, 11-12)

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS
THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 7:10–14
(God reassures the King he will keep his promises by sending His Son.)
10
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to
the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND LESSON

1 John 4:7-16
(Through the love of God, Jesus was sent, that we might live through Him; love one
another.)
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born
of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is
love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of
the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he
in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 1:18-25
(The birth of Jesus Christ.)
18
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and they shall call his name
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE HYMN

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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THE SERMON

Rev. Kevin Barron

THE APOSTLES’ CREED/PROFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE GATHERING OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

(The offerings should be placed in the plate near the entrance of the worship area.)
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THE HYMN

“Away in a Manger”

#364

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Dear Heavenly Father, by sending Your Son, our Savior, into the world, You
have removed the price that sin placed upon us. You have declared us “Not
Guilty” by reason of forgiveness in Christ Jesus.
C: Enrich our minds with a deeper understanding of what You have done for us
on this holy night.
P: You have lifted the burden of sin from our shoulders.
C: Give us instead the joyful burden of charity toward our family and
friends, toward our communities, and toward all those in the world who are
still under the weight of their sin.
P: You have placed joy in our hearts.
C: Help us to live so that the joy will be known to the people of this world.
P: You have placed a song on our lips.
C: Give us grace and courage to sing it and share it that others may know of
Your salvation.
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P: Father, we lift before You the sad, the lonely, the hungry and homeless, the sick,
the grieving, those who suffer from addictions, those whose situation or duty
keeps them far from home, and especially those who do not know the love of the
Lord Jesus. Refresh them with the hope found only in You, and provide us
with opportunities to serve them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer

 THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

 THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

#368

THE DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

M. Burkhardt

“On Christmas Night”
TODAY’S SERVANTS

Proclaimer:
Organist:
Cantor:
Lector:
IT Assistants:

Rev. Kevin Barron
Barbara Sommer
Laura Higgins
Kris Sabatino
Jim McWilliams, Bridget Jones

Reprints by LSB, CCL, OneLicense.net
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-726325

*Please note: The service continues to be recorded and posted to Calvary’s website at
www.calvarylutheranCS.org

Upcoming Calendar of Holiday Services & Events
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7 p.m.
Christmas Day Service, Saturday, December 25th, 10 a.m.
The First Sunday after Christmas, December 26th, 10 a.m.
(Please bring one unwrapped baby gift for our donation drive to
shelters who care for victims of domestic violence.)

Merry Christmas!
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